HAIG                             101

To discontinue offensive action now would be
playing the German game, and might bring dis-
aster to the French. In spite of their success on
the Aisne, the German power was weakening. If
all available British forces were concentrated on
the Western Front, great results might be ob-
tained. In the end his view prevailed.

The confidence of the Cabinet in him was now
fully restored, and its restoration was marked by
the offer of a peerage, which Haig declined. He
wished no honour, he said, until his task was
accomplished. None the less the offer gave him
keen pleasure.

Battles of Flanders, August-October, 19/7

Assured now, anyhow for the moment, of full
support at home, Haig returned to France to
press forward the preparation of the main
attack. Time was a vital factor. Careful ex-
amination of records of past years showed that
in Flanders the fine summer weather broke in
August with almost the regularity of an Indian
monsoon. Haig hoped to be able to strike by
the 25th of July, and still have at least a week or
two of uninterrupted good weather for the first
assaults.

But as the 25th of July drew nearer it became
evident that the preparations for the assault could
not be fully completed in time. The Army
Commander to whom the attack was entrusted
pleaded for a few days delay. The danger of
delay was obvious. In modern warfare the